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EDITORIAL 


to set the man himself before you 
. llVht f u l anecdotes; but __ not Plutarch or another 


for judgment AfJ'of alTthe biographers of to-day. 

lias been able or » *u ra hani, Isaac, 01 

Where, in tb^stories disquisitions ? Is not rather 


has been able for th *> 1 ham> Isaac, or Jacob, of prophet, 
Where, in the stones ‘ disquisitions ? Is not rather 

priest, or king, have we along the line that right and 
the principle made pm nff for ne ither praise nor blame ; 


wrong are sen-ey--— na " ative is enough when every man 


^self-evidenced, calling . 

" rung f wward narrativ 

unadorned straightion ^ An d then the persons— how the 

carries the judge m his ^ ^ bare> how they rise from out the 
springs of human action i ^ Hebrew portraits, but a procession 
sacred page, not a ga ' than the people with whom you 
of the n rg , : - ‘ whence is this, if not by the inspiration 
IrVdt And how majestical do some of them take shape 
before us 1 How feeble are patriotism enthusiasm, ai m, sms, 
T, The fine words of to-day, to express the law-g.ver of Israel, 
die prophet the poet, the leader of men, a man of hke pass.ons 
!!i,h ourseh-es, too. but how incapable of self! “ Moses, Moses, 
i„ m er Moses!" Truly this one character is enough to 
stimulate us to the bringing up of godly and manly youth. 
And in what two or three wonderful touches have wc set before 
us the education that made him. And all the time, no praises, 
never a story told for his exaltation, no more ever than the 
flow of lucid narrative showing only events in their course. 
Here is essential truth ; here is a two-fold inspiration. First, to 
produce the man Moses ; next, to portray him. Ah, but, the 
“evolution of history!” Truly, if man is to be measured by 
the heaped up praises of his biographers, every year we produce 
many, not only greater than Moses, but greater than Christ ! 
When does biography issue from the press so free of laudations 
as aie the four evangels? O, “the sweet reasonableness of 
Christianity! the most sober sanity of that great company 
elected to hand over to us the counsels of God. 


On the Teaching of Religion to Children. 


That religion should have survivor! . 

which it has been too frequently t-mal Unhappy meth ods in 
to the indestructibility of the\-ohV ‘ S SUrel >' a testimony 
tyranny, the repression^ the That the 

tionality, the dulness and the <W P 101| bition, the conven- 

religious education rmanta^eL? ^ f ” 

some wide and deep reaction against religion "surely, Cdtw 

uhaps, indeed they have wrought such reaction, though we do 
not usually reckon tt among the great anti-religious forces of 
our time, f erhaps more scoffing and scepticism are due to this 
cause than we fancy ; perhaps more characters than we wot of 
have been hardened and degraded by revolt from the religious 
associations of childhood. 

Compulsory Catechism, without any garment of life and 
colour thrown over its chill outlines; compulsory Bible-readings, 
without loving comment, or, worse still, Biblc-passages set to be 
learnt as punishments, on the principle of turning the very Gospel 
itself into a kind of premonitory hell ; Sundays of inexpressible 
weariness, and of perfectly unreasonable prohibitions, in which 
were blended the Sabbath not of Moses but of the Pharisees, 
English Puritanism, and a confusion of mind between respect- 
ability and religion — fatal Sundays, which rode in the procession 
of the days of the week as a hearse among wedding-coaches — 
that some of us should have endured these things and still find 
the springs of religion unbroken within us, is surely a notable 
thing. It is a witness that religion, like hope, “ springs eternal 
in the human breast.” 

And because this is so, because religion is an essential pait 
of human nature, therefore it must be a part of any sensible 
scheme of education. There are persons who talk as though it 
were an “optional subject,” like Spanish or Italian, as though it 
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1 (>(. . - - - - . 

cording to taste or judgment, like 

might be taught or oirntte^a^ doctrinaires who think that the 

music an d dancing- choic e of a profession is best left 

choice of a religion, Uk* discretion , and who consequently 
till the child arrives at yea ^ ^ emo tions ungu.dcd and 

leave the mighty rehg'om guidance and training are most 

untrained during the >e, - ^ ^ scept j cs who are so puzzled 

vital and most fruitfu • teach no ne, and are distressed 

what religion t0 teacl J ‘ the ir children have got the inevitable 
to find in after years - so urces outside the home, and 

religious or irreligious bias trom 

sometimes of an undeMra e v . j f r j e nd, if you do not 

My doctrinaire friend my ^ 1^ oldf you will never 

teach a child ic ig'on ^ chj]d may i car n it later, from God, 
teach It re igion a a • f rom bitter experience that 

from sorrow, from tauuic those ten 

without God the human heart is a hell. But after those ten 

years of neglect you will never teach your child religion. You 
may teach it doctrines, theology, religious history j but if as little 
children we are not “ by father dear or mother mild taught the 
fear and love of the Father, taught the meaning of duty, self- 
denial, trust, and prayer, nothing can ever make up to us for that 
irreparable loss. Some of us bear in our souls to-day the scars 
and the darkness which have come of the lack of such teaching. 

“ Let them choose for themselves.” Do you leave them un- 
taught in the difference between food and poison that they may 
have freedom of choice ? Do you - leave them ignorant of 
reading and writing that they may choose what language to 
read or write in ? Is the bread of wheat so much more solid a 
benefit than the Bread of Life ? the know-ledge of the alphabet 
than the knowledge of God ? the rule of three than the golden 
rule? To parents who educate without religion it is surely 
wi itten “ A foolish son is a grief to his father and a bitterness to 
her that bare him. * * * /, Wen bettey //W a mi // st one were 

hanged about a man's neck, and he cast into the midst of the 

TtdeZs^ He Sh0Uld ° ffC l ld (CaUSG t0 stumble ) one °f theSe 

education S f l i inC1 ^ e t0 ^ down with regard to the religi° us 
>'° Un S is sure 'y this, that it does not consist in 

committed tome ° Ut .° f a bool,:: - Bible and Catechism may be 
bein'* related t anc * re P cate d by rote without so much as 

* Cd t0 the thi ”S* of the spirit. Words, even Bible 
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u-ords, are not in themselves food f v ^ 
vehicles in which that food may or m Z but onl >' «* 

is but one hand which can fill those cnot, ** C0 , nVey<;d There 
nourishment, and that is the hand of W '’“If ' Vith s P™>'al 
taught religion except by a person who w ? chiId ca " he 
also loves the child. In short the rinto ?,• ' gi0n ' ” nd who 
children is the father or the mother zf ,,! ' 8 ' 0 “ teach « of 
school, however good, can. in this matter ^ '"T'’’' fi,st No 
function of home. No attempt to f„' ’: “ perscdo the teaching 
Day or Sunday Schools If Li ’? -sponsibility upo ^ 

As allies and auxiliaries Sev are ad T ' han in cal “hy. 
failure. y are admirable ; alone they are a 


an/filtTto dm s^ul Vtmlwl'n? 0 ' ^ ‘ he hcart 

mother or father. School 

personal influence, personal charm, even when well taught “hen 
taught as routine it ceases to be religion at all. The fury with 
winch rival denominations have contended about the shell „ 
husk of religious education presents a curious contrast with the 
apathy concerning its kernel or essence at home. 

Do I then regard Scripture History Lessons as of no value ? 
Their value is great, but, unless taught in a special way by a 
religious and loving spirit, that value is entirely as history or 
literature, and not as religion. History is history in the Bible or 
out of it, and belongs to the domain of the intellect ; religion is 
religion in the Bible or out of it, and belongs to the different 


domain of emotion and of spirit. 

Let us turn from the negative to the positive side of the 
subject, and ask : Where then is real religious education to be 
found, and what are its methods ? 

The first and chief fountain from which a child drinks in 
religion is Personal Influence, whether exercised through verbal 
teaching, through the force of example, or through the magnetism 
of spiritual contact. We scarcely need to be reminded that a 
child’s powers of sustained attention and reflection are small, 
while its powers of imitation and of affection are great, and very 
early developed. Home is the temple of religious training 
for all, whether they spend half the year at boaiding bchoo 
or not. The home in which parents control their impulses, veep 
sweet their tempers, rule their life and com ersation ) 11 
motives and high principles, and in all conti oveisies 
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■ Instant and inexorable obedience, y et 
children, while «»*."£, mor e, as the children grow older, on 

base that demand more an^ OTab|Mess , , hc home wh,ch sees 

ight, and noble 


base that demand more an m^ ieness . the home which sees 

their sense of justice and of solid, right, and noble 

all this, will also see ' 1 » h ca techism be never taught by 

character in the childre , ^ imper f e ctly remembered. In the 

rote and Scripture his: > ^ sense G f the reality of the 

home where parents revcrence for things truly sacred and 

unseen world, and an aw ^ of rev erence spring up in the 

really divine, there hi ‘ ... bout attitudes in church. So 
Children without a of which Plato spcaks in the 

,ha" ^..'^Zrents ie}neath to their children not riches, but the 

t If re-cJuc " So shall they inherit the blessing spoken of 

spirit of revaence has fallen _« Tkis - 

bv one upon whom some ot t Jams & 

LthJ which I know, that m reverence ts the chef joy and, power 
ofW’\ Ruskin). And so, finally, shall they come in later years 
to understand Shakspeare's declaration that 


J? or) own re 


ih o 


rr/yl n f ih p ‘Jiinrlr]." 


A few words perhaps would not be amiss here on church- 
going and behaviour in church. What is the cure for inattention, 
carelessness, or ill conduct during public worship? Certainly 
not the imposition of tasks or the repetition of scoldings. The 
Church should never be associated with the idea of compulsion. 
It should always be the Father’s earthly House. It is a mistake 
even with grown-up people to insist much upon the duty as 
distinguished from the privilege of public worship. It is a mis- 
take to speak of it as God’s requirement rather than as man’s 


rr j “'-'-h.ssiLy. rue cure ior lll-Denaviour in 

church is the refusal of permission to go to church on the 
following Sunday, or if need be on the following three or four 
Sundays. This may seem a slight punishment. But a child 

a hri t?° n r C ' st ' ng exc l us ion from what its elders prize, 
severp 1C lsgrace being unfit to join the weekly worship; 
applied ' S n0t needed - This, wisely and lovingly 

neglect* worsh" ^ effective - Barents who themselves 

Some one 'has^aief I dv i° t0 their y ° ung P eo P le - 

and moral value are *’ mk Ruskin > that a man’s real worth 
mother’s patience u-ltK P ro P 0r tion to the amount of his 

ment, for inberiterl ,. . ,m in c h*ldhood. It is an over-state- 
qualities and dispositions probably count ft" 
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more than even the* , 

generation. But it is th^ovTr^LtT ^ ° f an y single 

truth that of all the external influences”! ° f l f eat truth ’ the 
mightiest are the power of patience an & ChlId ’ s Iife the two 
Mothers of intractable chiCn are " ^ P ° Wer ° f the Pa*nt 
constant recurrence of the tempers and f , ^ dCSpair by thc 
not realise is that their work on the child ' What they do 
imperceptible as the building of a co«i T* 18 as slow a "d 
accomplished it becomes part of th P „ , rCef ; but when once 

business of p aren ,s »*• " « the 

they have become to those wayward mu 1°^’ and ,ovin ^ tiu 
tions of the divine. ' ' 1 e bearts 1( dcals, incarna- 

surely"™ eTsy "hing” ° f 

-when personal influence'and exLpKre w/lhlfj' ‘T Jr '" 
broad and deep, then will come with real unLaktbleTf ?°" 
result, the power of direct verbal teaching, book in hind’ if 2 
w, h, o build the superstructure. The power of such teach “ 
wtll always be strictly limited by the character of the teacher" 
Hypocrites cannot teach religion to children, though they some- 
times can to grown-up persons. The shallow, conventional, 
unconsciously insincere person, if he is fluent and something of 
an actor, can influence men and women, can impose upon them 
for their good at times : but he is impotent before the clear gaze 
of childhood. It is useless for parents whose whole life is one 
long push for money and position to try to teach young people, 
Bible in hand, the laws of self-sacrifice and spiritual life. The 
thing is not to be done. It is the most obvious cant (and 
children hate cant) for such people to read aloud that “lie only 
is advancing in life whose heart is getting softer, whose blood 
warmer, whose brain quicker, whose spirit is entering into living 
peace.” It is useless for parents who are worldly or self- 
indulgent to tell their children that it is more blessed to give 
than to receive, or that the pure in heart shall see God. 

And now that we have got safely into thc region of direct 
verbal instruction in religion let us mark four things : 

I. Theology for children must be very simple. A Heavenly 
Father, who made the stars and the flowers, who will listen to 
their childish thoughts because He is their Father, and wh° will, 
if they ask Him, whisper good thoughts into theii hearts, ant 
help them to bear their disappointments ; a Son, in "horn 
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that men might realise His. 
showed Himself on cartn hufnan sorrow and pain, 
thel j iodness, His sympath . V vhich to every child 

,0VC fug hatefulness of sin ; a } l ines s of fulfilled - duty, 

d consSce: all this you may 

• a vioiaiLu 


Father 
lov 


Mdin Se the misery of a '“'“"Confusing with controversial 
“r;Sing*no”e day may have to be unlearned 

issues, and of teacniiib 

with difficulty and regiet. f atal is the multiplication of 

2. Of all errors, one o placing of observances, pro- 

injunctions and pmh' ,“ S ’ a ]eve l with the great obligations,. 

of w en ' f A fi,miU T 

fnf' this may be found in the attaching of as much 
5 T, ,0 fidgeting in church, to forgetfulness of Sunday, or the 
like, as to a lie, or to a selfish or base act. Keep your blame m 
reserve, that you may have a good store of it when you would 
stem the tide of impurity or dishonour. Do not waste that over 
trifles which you may want for emergencies. The seldomer you 
show displeasure with a child the greater will be the effect of 
displeasure when it is shown. Be easy over the commandments 
of men , that you may proclaim with force the law of God. 

3. It is absolutely essential that we should be true in our 
teaching, frank, fearless, and perfectly honest. Answer childish 
questions plainly, or plainly confess that you cannot, or tell them 
that they must wait for the answer till they are older. But do- 
UOt f ient wait to ° l° n S- if you do, they will obtain the 
false Se "f 6re ' j 11 ^ P 0SS ‘k^’ a f a * se answer, or one partly 

% ‘ n an spirit I have no sympathy 

Tat is true but wh Jesu'tism of teaching children not 

den y information^ivil 1 f ° r them ' You ma y limit 


But what you say, though 1^°" f ° r your lir ™tation or denial, 
be nothing but the truth not t ^ le whole truth, must 

back too long. Dishonesty i! d ° n0t . keep the whole truth 
lonesty lies at the root of all T’ ? atchln § as small-pox, and 

te tased” T,“f b “‘ re ' iSiC,n 0 n P Ce ty fe Y " H ? n “ ty “ "°! 

the fi a the sun IS > in vacani- u Sty ‘ ^ ° ur h° nes ty must 

ir y ™:r: which hav ° ^ ove?*" j poiso 'i as the ughts in 

itsel f dishr } y ° U are t0 he honest- ^ 7 and ° Ver the m & ht 

««r td U .h d - , you are™ "* ,hc ^ion 

before . . to m i a man is the only 
mak e your children capable of 
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honesty is the beginning of education. Make tl ~ 
and religious men afterwards, and all will K first ’ 

knaves religion is always the rottcnest iL SOUnd i but a 

You say, “ How can we teach ho !f ab ° Ut him ” 
earlier part of the Old Testament > T/a ™ it u Stands - the 
explain to a child what modern crihV; • V yet hovv can we 
You can do both if you will take a ,."\ has explained to us ?” 
“Childhood of the World,” and his “ CV^rT Get C1 ° dd ’ s 
Read Abbott’s “Bible Lessons” T Ch,ldhood of Religions.” 
and then impart your thought. What t0 thlnl< y° urs elf, 

stand.' fi But y r s U Ind'The"' ^ ** they 

both must be led Jp.ay 

short of a crime, ,n these days, to tell a child that the world "as 
cicated B.C. 4004, and to leave it to stumble unprepared in later 
years on Lyell and Darwin. It enhances rather than diminishes 
the charm of the story to point out the weak points of Jacob 
and the strong points of Esau. What more delightful book 
for parents than Stanley’s Lectures on the Jewish Church? 
And what more excellent preparation for their teaching of 
Scripture History ? 

\ ou say again, “ How can we teach honestly about the 
relationship of the sexes, and answer the questions of children 
about their own origin ? ” Get Nichol’s “ Beacon Light,” and 
begin with the sexual relation between flowers. 

Tell your little ones what is meant by their bodies being 
temples of the Holy Ghost. Speak of the sacredness of love, 
of the wondrous nearness of that relationship between mother 
and child which is begun in the absolute union of their two 
lives in one body. As years pass on, teach the sacrilege of 
loveless marriage, the miserable profanity of light words 01 
impure thoughts on the most wondrous mystery of our earthly 
life. 

4. Do not forget the immense religious value of good 
biography. Christianity is never so easy to understand, so 
mighty to uplift and fortify the heart, as when it is seen in the 
life of a great-hearted, high-souled Christian. In and out o 
the Church's Calendar, in political, ecclesiastical, - s()Cia ^ 

there are lives which shed more light on the go^pe tltin ^ 
class books that ever were written. The lives o - sUC ’' 

Francis of Assisi, Bernard of Clairvaux, Savonarola, 
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More William Tyndale, Bishop Latimer, 
Angelico, Sir Thomas > William Wilberforce, John 

Martin Luther, Joim ’ a hun dred others are full of 

Howard, General Gordo ,. exhaus tible gold mine for the 
inspiration. Biography ^ & thjng as so-called definite 
religious teacher, i entirely without moral root, or 

religious teaching, 1IL 1 CTrap hy there is definite heroic 

£ % characters reflections of the Light of 

he World ? The child who is taught to see Christ m every 
brave, holy.' and devoted life will not fail to find out that all true 

life is Life in Christ. . . „ 

Yes, tell them that sweetest and noblest biography of all. 

Tell them forgive these simple words — how Jesus loved and 

obeyed His mother, and how in the fulness of His prime He 
took little children in His arms and blessed them. Tell them 
of His gentleness, kindness, and great courage, how, when He 
was mocked and buffeted, He never spake an angry word, and 
yet how He never feared the face of man nor the shadow of 
death, but let loose the lightnings of His wrath upon those who 
betrayed the ignorant and poor. Tell them of His dying pity 
tor the rough Roman soldiers who nailed Him to the Cross. 

Tell them the old, old story 
Of things unseen above, 

Of Jesus and His glory, 

Of Jesus and His love. 

Simple" Jor* whichThe" Holy’s!"' > “T 51 ' 7, lovin S>>', in tho 
hearts pu, into your mouths L| „ y ° Ur 0 '™ m0thcriy 

hanging on your fins lict •’ d , you Wl11 see the little hearers 
awe, a child’s religion.’ Yo^ 0 & childs int erest, a child’s 

hear, and have much to ask ah' " ld the stor y °ne they love to 
this way : y OU fathers count ti° U ^ ° U motbers > teach them in 
s>ns or indifference never presence sacred, and let your 

f h ; . So will home become !fti ^ Childish reverence and 
inspiring thought ; and when °n ' em a Sacred w °rd, and God an 

tZ y i0 - break ™ Up ’ they not, as too 

«dy association, and fli„l L " d away from the ties of 

JOVe a ". teach them J our authority as a hostile thing. 

"> P'ay. Not to ask foolish and 
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selfish petitions, and to expect bonnTTT 
be granted, but to pour out their little heart's h°f kn °"’ wiU n °M 
Lather, and ask Him for courage and ZT ° re their u "seen 
do right. Teach them the child’s use oTTZ a " d guidance to 
how He who taught us so to prav ne ^ Prayer - and 

Himself without adding, Not My J a ZTtT \ a " ythin S for 
them how He, like us, learned to prav at H ^ 1 ^ Teach 
afterwards learned the fulness of oh,>r Hls ™ other ’s knee, and 
suffered. ° f ° bedlen <* by the things He 

Was not Our Lord a little child, 

Taught by degrees to pray? 

y ather dear and mother mild 

Instructed day by day? 

How many have had dark and cruel thoughts of Tod „ . 
into their hearts, till they have come to regard Him L f task 
master to be feared, and if possible, forgotten? How many 
have been brought to regard the work of Christ Himself as but 
one more testimony to the terribleness of a God whom blood 
alone could appease ? Ah ! teach not your children these dreary 
lies, but the sweet truth of His boundless compassion and 
enduring love. Teach them how He has comforted you in 
your own sorrows and helped you in your own temptations. 
Teach them how that we are all little children in His sight, 
big and little, old and young, wise and foolish ; and how, 
when your time is come, you trust to lie down under the 
shelter of His wings, and be carried by angels unto the Home 
where He gathers all His children of every age and land. 
Teach them that the true revelation of God is the Man round 
whom gathered the merry brown children of old, and who folded 
them in His arms because He loved them. So shall their love 
of you be transmuted into the love of Christ, and the love o) 
Christ’shall be in them the love of God. 


William Danes. 


